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To help learning communities 
become enriched by 
appropriately and lawfully including
an academic understanding of the
importance of Judeo-Christian
history, thought, and values
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

“Only a virtuous people are 
capable of freedom. As nations 
become corrupt and vicious, they 
have more need of masters.”

Benjamin Franklin
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

“While most teens (71 percent) feel 
fully prepared to make ethical 
decisions in the workplace, nearly 40 
percent of those young people believe 
that lying, cheating, plagiarizing, and 
violence are sometimes necessary to 
succeed in school.”

Junior Achievement 2007 Teen Ethics Survey
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

“Compared to their less religious 
peers, religious teenagers are:
Safer drivers
� More likely to wear seatbelts
� Less likely to become juvenile   

delinquents or adult criminals
� Less prone to substance abuse”

Dartmouth Medical School, 2005
Hardwired to Connect: The New Scientific Case for 

Authoritative Communities
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

“Religiously committed teens are:
� More likely to volunteer
� More likely to participate in sports  

and student government
� Greater self-esteem and positive  

attitudes about life”
Dartmouth Medical School, 2005

Hardwired to Connect: The New Scientific Case for 
Authoritative Communities
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Smoking CigarettesSmoking Cigarettes
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National Center On Addiction and Substance Abuse, Columbia University (1998) 
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Drank Alcohol in the Past MonthDrank Alcohol in the Past Month
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National Center On Addiction and Substance Abuse, Columbia University (1998) 
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Smoked MarijuanaSmoked Marijuana
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National Center On Addiction and Substance Abuse, Columbia University (1998) 
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Stolen An Item Worth Less than $50Stolen An Item Worth Less than $50
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National Study of Youth and Religion, UNC, Chapel Hill (2002)

* Studying high school seniors
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Stolen An Item Worth More than $50Stolen An Item Worth More than $50
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National Study of Youth and Religion, UNC, Chapel Hill (2002)

* Studying high school seniors
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

Community Service or Volunteer Work 1Community Service or Volunteer Work 1--2 2 
Times a MonthTimes a Month
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National Study of Youth and Religion, UNC, Chapel Hill (2002)
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* Studying high school seniors
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Impact of Religion on YouthImpact of Religion on Youth

““ I take a positive attitude toward myself.I take a positive attitude toward myself.””
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National Study of Youth and Religion, UNC, Chapel Hill (2002)
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* Studying high school seniors
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

52% of teens attended religious services 
on at least a weekly basis in 2007.

“Teens who never attend religious 
services in a typical month have substance 
abuse risk scores that are almost double 
those of teens who attend weekly religious 
service attendees.”

Columbia University’s National Center 
on Addiction and Substance Abuse, 2007
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Social Influence of ReligionSocial Influence of Religion

I. Moral Order
1. Moral directives
2. Spiritual experiences
3. Role models

II. Learned Competencies
4. Community and leadership skills
5. Coping skills
6. Cultural capital

Christian Smith, UNC, Chapel Hill (2003)
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Social Influence of ReligionSocial Influence of Religion

III. Social and Organizational Ties
7. Social capital
8. Network closure
9. Extra-community skills

Christian Smith, UNC, Chapel Hill (2003)
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

“Denying or ignoring the spiritual 
need of adolescents may end up 
creating a void in their lives that 
either devolves into depression or is 
filled by other forms of questing and 
challenge such as…
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Moral DevelopmentMoral Development

drinking, unbridled consumerism, 
petty crime, sexual precocity or 
flirtations with violence.

Dartmouth Medical School, 2005
Hardwired to Connect: The New Scientific Case for 

Authoritative Communities
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Current ThinkingCurrent Thinking

���������	

������
�
���

�����������������

���������	����
��
��
������������
������������


���
���
��
��������

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 20 

 

Discussion QuestionDiscussion Question

Can public schools teach the “whole 
child” by helping him or her see 
intersections of faith and learning?
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After the BreakAfter the Break

What about the separation of church 
and state?
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Church & StateChurch & State

Shield our 
schools from 

religion

SeparationSeparation

Sees any 
mention of 
Christianity 

as promotion.

EvangelizationEvangelization

Worship

Devotion

Evangelism

IntegrationIntegration

Academic 
Appreciation 
for the impact 
religion has 
on America
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Church & StateChurch & State

Censorship

Civil liberties 
violations

Incomplete 
education

SeparationSeparation

Sees any 
mention of 
Christianity 

as promotion.

EvangelizationEvangelization

Teachers 
violating the 

law

IntegrationIntegration

Freedom of 
Expression

Well-rounded 
education

Cultural 
preservation
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Church & StateChurch & State

Teaching students about the importance 
of Judeo-Christian history, thought, and 
values is appropriate and lawful because 
it is…

Culturally accurate

Academically expected

Legally supported

Morally imperative
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

Muslim

90%
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

Hindu

80%
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

Judaism

76%
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

Buddhist

65%
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

Christian

79%

92%
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

• National Motto
• Pledge of Allegiance
• Church attendance
• Christian music sales

– $188 million in 1990 to almost $700 million in 
2006

– Christian/Gospel sales out sold Latin, 
Classical, Soundtracks, Jazz, and New Age 
music
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

“I’d like to think than an educated person knows 
the Bible because I believe in the liberal arts. I 
believe an educated person should know 
something about Shakespeare, should know 
something about the Bible, too. This is the 
cultural heritage of the nation we live in. And 
also it is the heritage of the creation of literatu re 
in English.”

Professor Robert Polhemus, English Dept. 
Chair, Stanford University
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

“I think the Bible is one of the foundational texts  
of Western and American literature, and so I 
think if you don’t read it in some religious 
context, you should read it in some educational 
setting.”

Professor Linda Peterson, Director of 
Graduate Studies, Yale University
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Culturally AccurateCulturally Accurate

It is reasonable that American 
schools teach American students 
about American culture.
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Identify famous individuals 
associated with holidays and 
celebrations.”

Kindergarten
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Describe cultural, political, and 
economic characteristics of people 
in the Western Hemisphere 
[including]…religions.”

Grade 3
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Identify cultural changes from 
1900-1920 resulting from 
religious beliefs.”

Grade 6
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Explain rights of citizens under 
the Constitution. 
Examples…religious expression.”

Grade 7
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Identify the birth of Christ as the 
basis of the Gregorian calendar 
used in the United States since its 
beginning and in most countries 
of the world today, signified by 
B.C. and A.D.”

Grade 8
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Compare the development of early 
world religions, philosophies, and 
their key tenets. 
Examples…Judaism…Christianity.”

Grade 8
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

California – Grade 6

“One of the principal roots of 
Western civilization can be found 
in the enduring contributions of 
the ancient Hebrews to Western 
ethical and religious thought and 
literature.”
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

California – Grade 6

“To understand these traditions, 
students should read and discuss 
Biblical literature that is part of the 
literary heritage and ethical 
teachings of Western civilizations; 
for example, stories about
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

California – Grade 6

“the Creation, Noah, the Tower of 
Babel, Abraham, the Exodus, the 
Ten Commandments, Ruth and 
Naomi, David, and Daniel and the 
Lion’s Den; selections from the 
Psalms and Proverbs;…”
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Describe the monotheistic religion of the 
Israelites.  A. the belief that there is one 
God;  B. the Ten Commandments;  C. the 
emphasis on individual worth and personal 
responsibility;  D. the belief that all people 
must adhere to the same moral obligations, 
whether ruler or ruled;  E. the Hebrew Bible 
(Old Testament) as part of the history of 
early Israel.”

Massachusetts – Grade 7
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Note the origins of Christianity in the 
Jewish Messianic prophecies, the life and 
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as 
described in the New Testament, and the 
contribution of St. Paul the Apostle to the 
definition and spread of Christian beliefs 
(e.g., belief in the Trinity, resurrection, 
salvation).”

California – Grade 6
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Describe the origins of Christianity and its 
central features.  A. monotheism; B. the 
belief in Jesus as the Messiah and God’s 
son who redeemed humans from sin;  C.
the concept of salvation;  D. belief in the 
Old and New Testament;  E. the lives and 
teachings of Jesus and Saint Paul.”

Massachusetts – Grade 7
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“Identify major historical 
developments in language and 
literature in America from the 
beginnings to 1900. Examples: 
…religious nature and themes in 
much early American literature…”

English/Lang. Arts – Grade 10
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Academically ExpectedAcademically Expected

“The National Education Association 
believes that educational materials should 
accurately portray the influence of religion 
in our nation and throughout the world.”

NEA Resolution E-7, 2000-2001
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Discussion QuestionDiscussion Question

What are local examples of the 
religious culture in your community?
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Encouraged by 
the Supreme Court
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

“… the State may not establish a 
‘religion of secularism’ in the sense 
of affirmatively opposing or 
showing hostility to religion, thus 
‘preferring those who believe in no 
religion over those who do believe.”

Abington School District v. Schempp

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 51 

 

Legally SupportedLegally Supported

“[I]t might well be said that one’s 
education is not complete without a 
study of comparative religion or 
history of religion and its 
relationship to the advancement of 
civilization.”

Abington School District v. Schempp
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

“It certainly may be said that the 
Bible is worthy of study for its 
literary and historic qualities.”

Abington School District v. Schempp
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Florey v. Sioux Falls
“Music, art, literature, and drama having 
religious themes or basis are permitted as 
part of the curriculum for school sponsored 
activities and programs if presented in a 
prudent and objective manner and as a 
traditional part of the cultural and religious 
heritage of the particular holiday.”

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 54 

 

Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Florey v. Sioux Falls

“We view the thrust of these rules 
to be the advancement of the 
students’ knowledge of society’s 
cultural and religious heritage…
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Florey v. Sioux Falls

as well as the provision of an 
opportunity for students to perform 
a full range of music, poetry, and 
drama that is likely to be of interest 
to the students and their 
audience....”
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Florey v. Sioux Falls

“School administrators should, 
of course, be sensitive to the 
religious beliefs or disbeliefs of 
their constituents and should 
attempt to avoid conflict…

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 57 

 

Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Florey v. Sioux Falls

“but they need not and should 
not sacrifice the quality of the 
students’ education.”
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

ACLU’s Position

“The history of religion, 
comparative religion, the Bible (or 
other scripture)-as-literature (either 
as a separate course or within 
some other existing course), are all 
permissible public school 
subjects….”
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

ACLU’s Position

“… It is both permissible and 
desirable to teach objectively 
about the role of religion in the 
history of the United States and 
other countries.”

Religion in Public Schools: A Joint Statement of Current Law; 
endorsed and signed by the ACLU (1995)
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Legally SupportedLegally Supported

Model Policy on 
Bible Reading
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Morally ImperativeMorally Imperative

Addressing the whole child

Transmitting Civilization
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After LunchAfter Lunch

• Students’ Religious Liberty
• Religious Freedom Day

• Inclusion Ideas
• Common Misconceptions
• Cultivating Character

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 63 

 

Inclusion StrategiesInclusion Strategies

1. Give proper attention to religion in 
the curriculum & at school

2. Form appropriate ties to faith-based 
organizations in the community

3. Inform students of their religious 
liberties on campus
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Students’ Religious LibertiesStudents’ Religious Liberties

• U.S. Department of Education 
Guidelines

• Religious Freedom Day
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“I encourage schools to 
actively take steps to 
inform parents and 
students about religious 
expression in school using 
these guidelines.”

“I encourage schools to 
actively take steps to 
inform parents and 
students about religious 
expression in school using 
these guidelines.”

USDOE Secretary Richard Riley (1998)USDOE Secretary Richard Riley (1998)
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“I encourage you to 
distribute this 
guidance widely in 
your community and 
to discuss its contents 
and importance with 
school administrators, 
teachers, parents, and 
students.”

“I encourage you to 
distribute this 
guidance widely in 
your community and 
to discuss its contents 
and importance with 
school administrators, 
teachers, parents, and 
students.”

U.S. Department of 
Education Secretary 

Rod Paige (2003)

U.S. Department of 
Education Secretary 

Rod Paige (2003)
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Students’ Religious LibertiesStudents’ Religious Liberties

1. Students can pray, read their Bibles 
or other religious materials, and talk 
about their faith at school.

2. Students can organize prayer groups 
and religious clubs, and announce 
their meetings.
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Students’ Religious LibertiesStudents’ Religious Liberties

3. Students can express their faith in 
their class work and homework.

4. Teachers can organize prayer 
groups with other teachers.
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Students’ Religious LibertiesStudents’ Religious Liberties

5. Students may be able to go off 
campus to have religious studies 
during school hours.

6. Students can express their faith at a 
school event

(Alabama State Law, Sec.16-1-20.3)
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Discussion QuestionDiscussion Question

Regarding Guidelines 1 and 3, how 
might a student appropriately exercise 

these rights in your classroom?
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Religious Freedom DayReligious Freedom Day

January 16

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

Three years before the Bill of Rights

Reflects Reformation Thinking
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Religious Freedom DayReligious Freedom Day

1. Tell your students about RFD

2. Explain their liberties

3. Tell their parents 

4. Pass a school board resolution
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Inclusion GuidelinesInclusion Guidelines

Christmas is...

This is what happened...

This person was motivated by...

Christianity gave to America...

The Golden Rule is…

You should 
believe…

This is THE way…

Christianity is 
better than other 
religions...
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Inclusion GuidelinesInclusion Guidelines

Instructional, not devotional

Explain by attribution
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Thomas Jefferson andThomas Jefferson and
the Pledge of Allegiancethe Pledge of Allegiance

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: 
that all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights ; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
that to secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men…”
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“Fourscore and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth upon this continent a 
new nation, conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal . Now we are in a great 
civil war, testing whether that nation, or 
any nation so conceived and so dedicated
can long endure.”

Abraham Lincoln andAbraham Lincoln and
the Pledge of Allegiancethe Pledge of Allegiance
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“… we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain; that 
this nation, under God , shall have a new 
birth of freedom, and that government of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Abraham Lincoln andAbraham Lincoln and
the Pledge of Allegiancethe Pledge of Allegiance
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“When the architects of our republic 
wrote the magnificent words of the 
Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence, they were signing a 
promissory note to which every 
American was to fall heir…I have a 
dream that one day this nation will rise 
up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal .”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Every Century of AmericaEvery Century of America

1700s Jefferson “The Declaration”

1800s Lincoln “Gettysburg Address”

1900s King “I Have a Dream”
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HolidaysHolidays

Thanksgiving

• Thankfulness to God
• Quote Presidential Proclamations
• Teach about gratitude
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HolidaysHolidays

Christmas & Easter

• Sing Christmas carols
• Read Luke 2 and 22-24
• Ask a parent to share
• Show and explain Christian symbols
• Teach about the impact of Jesus
• Teach about the sayings of Jesus
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ChristmasChristmas
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Christmas MusicChristmas Music

The National PTA
“Sacred music may be sung or 
played as part of a school’s 
academic program. School 
concerts that present a variety of 
selections may include religious 
music.”

A Parent’s Guide to Religion in the Public Schools
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Easter     www.gtbe.orgEaster     www.gtbe.org
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Language ArtsLanguage Arts

• Include Jesus & Solomon in a 
quote-of-the-day

• Famous Christian authors

• Don’t censor books that mention 
God or Jesus or Christianity or the 
Bible
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Language ArtsLanguage Arts

• Bible stories for cultural literacy
–David and Goliath

–Abraham
–Adam and Eve
–Jonah, Daniel, Esther, Ruth, Job
–Jesus’ sayings

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



Slide 89 

 

LibrariesLibraries

• Stock books that teach about 
Judeo-Christian history, thought, 
and values

• Include the Accelerated Reader 
program
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ScienceScience

• Explain the limits of science
• Teach about the controversy

• Teach critical thinking skills 
regarding the textbook
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• Dating and Marriage
• Mental health – psychology
• Decision making skills

HealthHealth
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• The purpose of work
• Just labor practices
• Attitudes toward money
• Materialism

• Charity

EconomicsEconomics
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Tolerance 
= 

Acceptance

Cultivating CharacterCultivating Character

Tolerance is 
the allowable variation from a standard.
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The Standard
Acceptable 
Variation

Cultivating CharacterCultivating Character

Justifiable 
Intolerance

• School dress code
• Boy & girl conversations

• Classroom discussions
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The Standard
Acceptable 
Variation

Cultivating CharacterCultivating Character

Justifiable 
Intolerance

• Kindness & Thoughtfulness
• Self-Control & Courtesy

• Patience & Humility
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The Standard
Acceptable 
Variation

Cuss-Free SchoolsCuss-Free Schools

Justifiable 
Intolerance

• Total staff commitment
• Involve the parents

• Creative explanations of feelings
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Encouraging CharacterEncouraging Character

Encourage
Recognize good behavior

Praise the character it reveals
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What To Do NextWhat To Do Next

Start collaborative planning

Review existing curriculum

Be intentional with outcomes

Create supportive policies
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Focus on Five AreasFocus on Five Areas
Collaborative planning ���� Review curriculum ���� Intentional outcomes ���� Supportive policies

1. Include in your lessons
You are the Keeper of Civilization

2. Recognize holidays
Teachable moments with the culture

3. Create a climate of character
Intentionally encouraging character

4. Connect with faith-based organizations
Allowing a place for the whole child

5. Enact policies promoting freedom
RFD ���� Holidays ���� Expression ���� Release-Time
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