
BRIGHTLY ROBED Islamic
pilgrims endured miles without
shade as their camel caravan

swayed through the shimmering desert
heat. At intervals along their route to
Mecca, the travelers slid from their
mounts to exchange greetings with
other Bedouin caravans, or to purchase
figs and dates from beckoning mer-
chants at outdoor bazaars. 

And they did all that before the recess
bell rang. 

The pilgrims in this caravan wore
sneakers under their robes. They were
7th-graders at Excelsior School in
Byron, Calif., who participated last fall
in a three-week social studies unit on
Islam that raised a furor among some
Christian conservatives. Since Sept. 11,
teaching about Islam in public-school
classrooms has sparked a variety of
reactions around the nation—from
academic attempts to help teach Islam
“accurately” to parental charges of
public-school proselytizing. 

In Bangor, Maine, administrators at
Old Town High School last month sus-
pended Stephen Jones, a University of
Maine masters-level student teacher.
Administrators asked Mr. Jones to stop
teaching a social-studies class after his
supervisor said parents complained that
Mr. Jones’ teaching on Islam “had a
strong religious angle” and that he was
“bashing Christianity,” the Bangor Daily
News reported. 

Also in March, the University of Texas
in Austin (UT) invited 210 public-school
educators to a conference called
“Strategies for Teaching about Islam in
the K-12 Classroom.” The program, put
on by several UT cultural studies
departments and funded in part by
federal grants, irked at least one Texas
middle-school principal who wondered
why UT offered teachers training about
Islam but not about Christianity or
Judaism. UT outreach coordinator
Christopher Rose told WORLD his
department has presented teacher
workshops that combine presentations
on several world religions, including
Christianity and Judaism. But Mr. Rose
said that since his program teaches
about religion in the context of foreign
cultures, federal funding parameters
prevent workshop presenters from
teaching about “Protestant Christianity
as practiced in the United States.”

Islam-in-the-classroom controversies
first caught national attention in the
Golden State. The Byron, Calif.,
fracas—reported by media outlets from
The Washington Times to the Christian
Broadcasting Network—surfaced when
Elizabeth Leming, a 7th-grade science
teacher at Excelsior School, read social
studies handouts her son Joseph
brought home. The material came from
a supplemental teaching unit on Islam
published by Interact, a curriculum
developer in Carlsbad, California. 

Joseph and his classmates were to
“become Muslims,” members of
caravans making a pilgrimage to Mecca.
The cultural part of the unit seemed kind
of fun: Eating authentic Middle Eastern
food, dressing in costume, racing against
other classroom caravans. But Mrs.
Leming, who attends an Assemblies of
God church, objected to unit elements
that seemed more about becoming a
good Muslim than about Islamic history. 

For example, children were required
to memorize Islamic proverbs and
analyze verses from the Quran. But the
Interact unit didn't qualify the verses as
applicable only to Islamic beliefs.
Instead it directed students to “explain
what the verse means in relationship to
life today.” In another activity, students
fasted through one school lunch or
snack to simulate Ramadan, an Islamic
holy month. 

Mrs. Leming points out, “I don't think
we could stage a Passover meal or a
Seder, or simulate a Christian mission-
ary journey, and get away with it.” 

Media reports that students were
taught to pray to Allah appear to be
unfounded. WORLD obtained a copy of
the Interact unit; at least twice it
instructs students not to pray, though it
does include considerable detail about
how faithful Muslims do the job. Also,
reports of simulated jihad may have
been exaggerated: Though the word
jihad was used in a dice game, it was
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Islam 101
Some parents are starting to object to the way public schools teach students about Islam
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Gateways to Better Education’s Pledge of
Allegiance poster continues to create
excitement as a tool for supporting the
renewed interest in reciting the Pledge in
schools across the country. Just in time
for Memorial Day (May 27) and Flag Day
(June 14), the Milltown, New Jersey PTA
ordered 525 Pledge of Allegiance
posters to give to every family that has
children who attend two local elemen-
tary schools. Sandy Lockner of the PTA
said, “This is a great way to teach the
meaning of the Pledge.”

To order posters, call 1-888-706-
5601. The minimum order is 4 posters
for $10 which includes shipping and handling. 
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AmericaÕs Inspired Birth

Professor Thomas G. West, Senior Fellow of the Claremont
Institute, explains in his foreword, “Never Before in Historyis
a stirring call to re-evaluate the Founding of the United States.
Its primary task is to teach us about the decisive role that
Christianity played in the American Founding. Above all, this
book demonstrates that if religion is banned from the public
life of the nation, America’s history and traditions are unintel-
ligible.” 

To order this book online, visit http://info
@fteonline.com/ never-frame2.htm. There is a
teacherÕs guide available. You may also call
the Foundation for Thought and Ethics at 1-
800-669-3410 for ordering information.
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The Claremont Institute has created a new multimedia website to teach students
and citizens about the importance of George Washington and the Founding
Fathers. Foundingfather.comteaches Washington not merely as a historical
figure, but as a man of great character. In this way, this site illustrates the union
between civic virtue and self-government. Review a lesson plan on religious
liberty and the American Founding, located in the ÒWashington in the
ClassroomÓ section of the website. There are 10 lesson plans available on the
site. This is a free resource, and the Claremont Institute encourages teachers to
download any materials they find useful for their classroom instruction.
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This guide found at www.founding.com is an
invaluable resource for teachers and students at
all levels of study, from primary grades to
college level. There are 10,000 pages of original
source material, fully linked and searchable. The
Guide also includes clear explanations of the
essential ideas contained in most of these docu-
ments: equality, liberty, rights, limited govern-
ment, laws of nature and of nature’s God, self-
evident truth, separation of powers, consent of
the governed, etc. The California State
Superintendent of Public Instruction encourages
“Teachers, administrators, parents, board
members, and other citizens...to study these
documents and their relevance to contemporary
issues.” The User’s Guide is an inexhaustible
resource for the recovery and perpetuation of
the civic heritage of America.

ÒI wish every high
school student would
read this book!Ó

ÐERIC BUEHRER


